Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.077; wR factor = 0.246; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.0.
In the title compound, C 26 H 24 N 4 O 2 , the dihedral angles between the central pyrazole ring and the other three benzene rings are 40.02 (3), 77.51 (5) and 55.72 (3) . A strong intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond forms a six-membered ring with an S(6) motif. In the crystal structure, a weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN interaction with graph-set motif R 2 2 (8) and C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link each molecule to three others, forming an infinite two-dimensional supramolecular structure.
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For background to 1-phenyl-3-methyl-4-benzoyl-5-pyrazolone, see: Lahiri et al. (2003) . For related structures, see: Bomfim et al. (2005) ; Wang et al. (2008) . For bond-length data, see: Allen et al. (1987) . For graph-set notation, see: Bernstein et al. (1995) . For the synthesis, see: Rafiq et al. (2008) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Siemens, 1996); cell refinement: SAINT (Siemens, 1996); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. This work was supported by the Foundation of the Education Department of Gansu Province (0904-11) and the 'Jing Lan' Talent Engineering Funds of Lanzhou Jiaotong University, which are gratefully acknowledged. Siemens (1996) Comment 1-Phenyl-3-methyl-4-benzoyl-5-pyrazolone (PMBP) is an efficient extractant of metal ions, and has the potential to form different types of compounds (Lahiri et al., 2003) . Some structures of oxime compounds, similar to the title compound ( Fig.   1 ), formed by Schiff base reactions have been reported (Bomfim et al., 2005; Wang et al., 2008) .
The title compound is a potential tridentate mono-oxime ligand. The bond lengths and angles in the molecule are within normal ranges (Allen et al., 1987) . In the molecule, the dihedral angles between the central pyrazole ring and the other three benzene rings (C5-C10), (C12-C17) and (C18-C23) are 40.02 (3)°, 77.51 (5)° and 55.72 (3)°, respectively.
In the crystal, a strong intramolecular N3-H3···O1 hydrogen bond forms a six-membered ring, producing a S(6) ring motif (Table 1 , Fig. 1 ). A weak intermolecular C26-H26C···N4 interacation with the graph-set motif of R 2 2 (8) (Bernstein et al., 1995) and C9-H9···O1 hydrogen bonds, link each molecule to three others, forming an infinite two-dimensional supramolecular structure along the diagonal of the unit cell (Table 1 , Fig. 2 ).
Experimental 1-(4-Aminophenyl)ethanone O-methyl oxime (I) was prepared using 1-(4-aminophenyl)ethanone and methoxyamine (Rafiq et al., 2008; Zhao et al., 2009 ). The title compound was prepared according to a previously reported procedure (Dong et al., 2008) . To an ethanol solution (7 ml) of (I) (164.1 mg, 1.00 mmol) was added dropwise an ethanol solution (7 ml) of 1-phenyl-3-methyl-4-benzoyl-5-pyrazolone (278.3 mg,1.00 mmol). The mixture was stirred at 333-338 K for 24 h. The solvent was removed under reduced pressure and the residue was recrystallized from ethanol to give the title compound. Pale-yellow block-like single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction studies were obtained by slow evaporation from a solution of dichloromethane at room temperature over a period of approximately one month.
Refinement H atoms were placed in calculated positions and non-H atoms were refined anisotropically. The remaining H atoms were treated as riding atoms with distances C-H=0.96 Å (CH 3 ), 0.93 Å (CH), 0.86 Å (NH), while U iso (H)=1.20 U eq (C) for methylidyne and 1.20 U eq (N) for imino, 1.50 U eq (C) for methyl. The H atom attached to N atom was located in a different density map and the atomic coordinates allowed to refine freely.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids for non-hydrogen atoms are drawn at the 30% probability level. Intramolecular hydrogen bond is shown as a dashed line. 
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